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SHOE COMIITTEE TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARING MiAY 2, 1959 ' ' ;. 

A pub l i c hear ing of Indus t ry Committee No. 6 for t h e shoe manufac-fcuring and 

a l l i e d i n d u s t r i e s v / i l l be held beginning a t 10:00 A.M., May 2 , 1939, i n t h e 

audi tor ium of the Department of Commerce Bui ld ing , Washington, D. C,, t o r e c e i v e 

evidence bear ing on the ninimun wage r a t e which should be e s t a b l i s h e d under the 

Fa i r Labor Standards Act of 1938, tho Rt, Rev, Msgr, Francis J , Haas, Chairman 

of t h e Committee, announced t o d a y . 

At the same t i m e . Burton E, Oppenheim, Chief of t h e Indus t ry Committee 

Sect ion of the Wage and Hour D iv i s ion , made pub l ic t h e fol lowing l e t t e r addressed 

to t r a d e a s s o c i a t i o n s and l abor unions in t h e i n d u s t r y , i n v i t i n g then t o make ',:, " 

. appearances a t the h e a r i n g , 

Mr, Oppenheim emphasized t h a t the i n v i t a t i o n t o appear was not l i m i t e d t o 

those t o whom -the l e t t e r was addressed bu t t h a t i t was open t o any groups or 

i n d i v i d u a l s v/ho have informat ion p e r t i n e n t t o t h e committees d e l i b e r a t i o n s * 

Appearances may be a r r anged a s ou t l ined in tha l e t t e r . The l e t t e r t 

"Indvistry Committee No, 6 for t h e Shoe Manufacturing ard Al l i ed I n d u s t r i e s 

i s p lanning 'to hold pub l i c hea r ings beg inn ing May 2 , 1939, in order t o r e ce ive 

from i n t e r e s t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n d i v i d u a l s ovidence p e r t i n e n t t o t h e committee 's 

problem of determining a minimum wage recommendation for t h e i n d u s t r y , ' , . . . •' 

" I t i s reqi iested t h a t t h e Indus t ry Committee Sect ion of t h e I'/age and Hour 

Div i s ion be ad'vised a t the e a . r l i e s t pes s i b l e moment as to "the names- of w i tnes ses 

who wish t o appear , and -fche approximate t ime req-aired fo r t h e pre.sentat i on of 

t h e i r t e s t imony . Persona l appearances a r e not e s s e n t i a l s ince b r i e f s and -written"^ 

- s ta tements .submitted to t h i s o f f i ce v / i l l be brought 'to t h e a t t e n t i o n of the com- -

mdttee and incorpora ted in the r e c o r d , '• . ' . ,• , ;.' 
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"The committee is charged with the responsibili-fcy of investigating conditions 

in the industry and recommending the highest minimum vrage, not exceeding 40 cents, 

per hour, which can be established vdthout substantially curtailing employment. 

Testimony should be directed, therefore, tov/ard a factual demonstration of the 

anticipated effect af various m.inimum wage rates not in excess of 40 cents per 

.Hour on costs, selling prices, competitive relationships, and employment, 

"Enclosed is a c#py of -fche definition of the Shoe Manufacturing and Allied 

Industries over vh ich the committee has jurisdiction. Your attention is directed 

particularly to th© fact that this definition includes the manufacture of many 

items of cut stock and findings as well as shoe patterns, besides -fche manufactiire 

of footwear as such," ' ' . • 

The letter was sent to these trade associations: Athletic Goods Mfrs, Assn,, 

Chicago, 111,J Eastern Shoe Mfrsi Assn,, Lynn, Mass,| Machine Cut Shoe Findings 

Assn., Haverhill, Mass,; Natl, Assn, of Shoe Pindings IJIfrs,, Morris Plains, N.J.f 

Natl. Assn. of Slipper Mfrs,, New Yorkj Natl, Assn, of Stay J-Ifrs,, Boston, Mass,} 

Na-'.>1., Assn. of Wood Heel Itfrs,, Haverhill, Mass,y Natl, Boot & Shoe Mfirs, Assn,, 

NeiT York J Natl, Leather & Shoe Finders Assn,, St, Louis^ M c ; Natl, Shoe Pattern 

MVrs,; Assn,, Boston, Mass,; New England Shoe & Leather Assn,, Boston, Mass,; Shoe 

Mfrs, Board of Trade of Nevr York; St, Louis Shoe Mfrs, Assn,, Brockton Shoe Mfrs, 

Assn,5 Brockton, Mass.; Auburn Shoe Mfrs, Assn,, Julius E, Muller, Secy,, Auburn, 

Me,^ Boot & Shoe Mfrs, Assn, of Philadelphia; Rochester Shoe Mfrs, Board of Trade, 

Rochester, N.Y| Haverhill Shoe Mfrs, Board of Trade, Haverhill, Mass,; Stitchdown' 

Shoe Mfrs, Assn,, Brooklyn, N.Y.) Fibre Shoe Coun-fcer Mfrs, Assn,, Merrimac, Mass,} 

Wood Heel Mfrs, Board of Trade, Brooklyn, N.Y., and Tanners Council of America,Ino, 

New York* . - ' ' ^ • '̂  

) , . . ' . - . I 
The l e t t e r also was sent to -these labor unions: United Shoe Workers of I 

Ajwrioa (CIO), Washington, D.C, | Brotherhood of Shoe & Allied Craftsmen ftndepenxieii-C] 

B?̂ .-r"̂ rfcnn, Liass,; Cambridge Shoe Workers* League (independent)j Boston^ -Maas^^And 

, ihrxit 8e Sh'oe--W:arV:ers Union (AFL), Boston, Mass* 
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