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Ues S« DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Wage and Hour Division
Washington

SHOE COMMITTEE TO HOLD PUBLIC HFARING MAY 2, 1939

A public hearing of Industry Committee No. 6 for the shoe manufacturiﬁg and
ellied industries will be held beginning at 10:00 AM., May 2, 1939, in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce Building;'thhingtbn, D. C., to receive
evidence bearing on the minimum wage rate which should be established under the
Fair Lebor Standards Act of 1938, the Rt. Reve Msgr. Frencis J. Haas, Chairman
of the Committee, announced todaye

At the same time, Burton E, Oppenheim, Chief of the Industry Committee
Section of the Wege and Hour Division, mede public the following letter addressed

to trade associations and labor unioms in the industry, inviting them to make

. appearances at the hearings

Mr. Oppenheim emphasized that the invitation to appear was.not limited to
those to whom the letter was addressed bhut that it was open to eny groups or
indivi dvals who have information pertinent to the committees deliberationse
Appearances may be arranged as outlined in the letfer. The letters

"Induétry Committee No, 6 for the Shoe Manufacturing ard Allied Industries
is planniné to hold public hearings beginning May 2, 1939, in order to receive
from interested organizations and individuals evidence pertinent to the committeels
problem of determining é minimum wage recommendation for the indusfry.

"It is requested that the Industry Committee‘Ssction of the Wage and Hour
Division be advised at the earliest pos sible moment as to the names. of witnesses
who Wishvto appear, and the approximate time reguired for the presentation of

. their testimony. Personal appearances are not essential since briefs and written”
stateménts submitted to this office will be brought to the attention of the com= .

mittee and incorporated in the records
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"The committee is charged with the responsibility of investigating conditions
in the industry and rec&nmending the highest minimum wage, not exceeding 40 cents.
per hour, which can be established without substantially curteiling empleyment,
Testimony should be directed, therefore, toward a factual demonstration of the
a#ficipated effect of various minimum wage rates not in excess of 40 cents per

.hour on costs, selling prices, compstitive relationships, and employmente

"Enclosed is & cepy of the definition of the Shoe Manufacturing and Allied

Industries over vwh ich the committee has jurisdiction, Your attention is directeq

,pa;ticularly to the fact that this definition includes the manufactﬁre of many
items of cut stock and findings as well as shoe mtterns, besides the menufacture -
of footwear as such,"

The letter was sent to these trade associations: Athletic Goods Mfrs, Assn.é
Chicaego, Ille; Eastern Shoe Mfrsi Assn,, Lynn, Mass,3 Machine Cut Shoe Findings !
Assn., Haverhill, Méss.g Natle Assn, of Shoe Findings Mfrs., Morris Pleins, N.J.j
Natle Assne of Slipper Mfrse., New Yorki Natl, Assn, of Stay Mfrs., Boston, Mass.j‘
Natls Assn. of Wood Heel Mfrs., Haverhill, Mass.; Natl, Boot & Shoe MPrs. Assn,,
Yew Yorks Natle Leather & Shoe Finders Assne, St Louis; lMoe.3 Natl, Shoe Pattern

Mers, Ascn,, Boston, Massej; New England Shoe & Leather Assn,, Boston, Masse; Shoe
Mfrse Board of Tradevof New Yorkj; Ste Louis Shoe Mfrse Assne., Brockton Shoe Mfrs,
Assna, Brockton, Mass.; Auburn Shoe Mfrs, Assn,., Julius E, Muller, Secys, Auburn,
-‘Me~3 Boot & Shoe Mfrs, Assn, of Philadelphia; Rochester Shoe Mfrse. Board of Trade,
Rochester, N.Y3 Haverhill Shoe Mfrs. Board of Trade, Haverhill, Masses Stitchdcﬁn.
Shoe Mfrs, Assnes, Brooklyn, N.Y.j; Fibre Shoe Counter Mfrs. Assne, Merrimac, Mass.}
Wood Heel Mfrse Board of Trade, Brooklyn, N.Y., and Tenners Council of America, Ino,
New Yorke ’
; The letter also waé sent to these labor unions: United Shoe Workers of é
Arerion (CI0), Washington, D.Ce3 Brotherhood of Shoe & Allied Craftsmen ﬁndependantﬁ‘
.;F?Qthnn, Masse3 Cambridge Shoe Workers?! League (Independent), Boston, Mass.z and l
.:Bbst & Shoe Workers Union (AFL), Boston, Mass,
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